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Introduction

Donôt let your research scatter to the four winds. You have 

toiled for years researching and documenting your familyôs 

history. You have left your footprints on cemeteries, court 

house steps, and spent millions of hours in dark, dusty 

microfilm rooms. Now it is time to preserve your work for 

family, friends, and future generations.

Learn how to bring your ancestorsô stories to life. Give your 

ancestors personalities and add dimension to your writings 

through timelines, local histories, and family lore. Explore 

from an award-winning author the many options available 

for publishing a quality family history from electronic to 

quality hardback books. 



5 Steps to Success

ÅResearch

ÅCompile

ÅWrite

ÅPublish

ÅMarket

What is your ancestorôs story? 

After the begets, vital records, 

and family group sheets, who 

were they? How did they live? 

Where did they live? Where did 

they work? 

Give them individual identity and 

personality with your written 

word.



Research

ÅTraditional

ÅInnovative

ÅFamily Interviews



Traditional Research

ÅVital records

ïBirth, death, marriage

ÅCensus Records

ÅLand records

ÅWills

ÅDirectories

ÅMilitary

ÅImmigration



Vital Records
Å Birth Certificates
ï Birth order

ï Multiple births

ïMotherôs maiden name

ïOccupations of parents

ï Names of midwife or doctor

Å Marriage Certificates

Å Divorce Certificates

Å Death Certificates

Å Social Security Applications

The Maryland State Archives maintains birth records, adoption records,
marriage records, divorce records, and death records, and some
indices to these records. It is important to note that access to some
of these records is restricted by law to protect the rights of the
individuals named in the documents.



Census Records

ÅPopulation Schedules (1790 ï1930)

ÅMortality Schedules (1850 ï1885)

ÅSlave Schedules (1850 ï1860)

ÅAgricultural Schedules (1850 ï1885)

ÅIndustry or Manufacturing Schedules (1810, 1820, 

1850 ï1885)

ÅVeteransô and Widowsô Schedules (1890)

ÅSocial Statistics (1850 ï1870)

ÅDefective and Delinquent Classes Schedules (1880)

ÅEnumeration District (ED) maps (1880 to present)

ÅState and Local Census (Maryland 1776)



Agricultural Schedules
Å Agricultural schedules of 1850, 1860, and 1870 provide the 

following information for each farm: name of owner or 
manager, number of improved and unimproved acres, and the 
cash value of the farm, farming machinery, livestock, animals 
slaughtered during the past year, and ñhomemade 
manufactures.ò

Å The schedules also indicate the number of horses, mules, 
ñmilch cows,ò working oxen, other cattle, sheep, and swine 
owned by the farmer. 

Å The amount of oats, rice, tobacco, cotton, wool, peas and 
beans, Irish potatoes, sweet potatoes, barley, buckwheat, 
orchard products, wine, butter, cheese, hay, clover seed, other 
grass seeds, hops, hemp, flax, flaxseed, silk cocoons, maple 
sugar, cane sugar, molasses, beeswax, and honey produced 
during the preceding year is also noted. 

Å The 1880 schedules provide additional details, such as the 
amount of acreage used for each kind of crop, the number of 
poultry, and the number of eggs produced. 



Manufacturing Schedules

Manufacturing schedules in 1820, 1850, and 1860 
reported the name of the manufacturer; the type of 
business or product; the amount of capital invested; 
the quantities, kinds, and value of raw materials used; 
the quantities, kinds, and value of product produced 
annually; the kind of power or machinery used; the 
number of men and women employed; and the 
average monthly cost of male and female labor. 

The amount of detail reported in these schedules 
increased in 1870 and again in 1880. 

In 1880, supplemental schedules were also used for 
specific industries, such as for boot and shoemaking, 
lumber and saw mills, flour and grist mills. 



Veteransô and Widowsô Schedules (1890)



Social Statistics Schedules
Social statistics schedules provide information
about the ancestor's community.

In 1850 through 1870, these schedules
indicate for each political subdivision the value
of real estate; annual taxes; number of
schools, teachers, and pupils; number and
type of libraries and the number of volumes
they have; name, type, and circulation of
newspapers; the types of church
denominations, the number of people each
church can seat, and the value of their
property; the number of native and foreign-
born paupers and the cost of supporting them;
the number of native and foreign-born
criminals convicted and in prison; and the
average wages paid to farm hands, day
laborers, carpenters, and female domestics.

Note that these schedules provide only
statistical data, not information about specific
individuals.

http://www.census.gov/prod/www/abs/statab1878-1900.htm

http://www.census.gov/prod/www/abs/statab1878-1900.htm
http://www.census.gov/prod/www/abs/statab1878-1900.htm
http://www.census.gov/prod/www/abs/statab1878-1900.htm


Land Records

ÅIndicators as to where ancestors lived

ÅDescriptions as to waterways, streets, 

neighbors, landscape

Maryland Property

Åhttp://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp_rewrite/

Åhttp://www.mdlandrec.net/msa/stagser/

s1700/s1741/cfm/index.cfm

http://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp_rewrite/
http://www.mdlandrec.net/msa/stagser/s1700/s1741/cfm/index.cfm
http://www.mdlandrec.net/msa/stagser/s1700/s1741/cfm/index.cfm


Wills and Probate Records

Wills

ÅFamily relationships

ÅWho were the executors

Probate Records (inventories)

ÅWhat did they own?

ÅHow was their home furnished?

ÅWhat type of tools did they have? 
(occupational hint)

ÅWho purchased their wares?



City Directories

ÅIndividual names include occupations

ÅAddress identifies where business is located

ÅEmployers may have advertisements

ÅBaltimore City Directories first appeared in 1796

ïName, address, occupation

ÅBusiness Listings were included starting in 1856

ÅEnoch Pratt Library City Directory Lookups
ïmdx@epfl.net



Baltimore City Directories

Originals:

Baltimore City Directory, 1898-1899, 1903-1915, 1917-1919, 1921-1930, 1936-1937, 1940, 1942, 1956. 

By R. L. Polk & Co., Baltimore, MD, 1898-1899, 1903-1915, 1917-1919, 1921-1930, 1936-1937, 1940, 

1942, 1956. Location: 2-3-14-1 through 2-3-14-19 

Eney Collection, MSA SC 1945 - Baltimore City Directory, 1814-1815, C and J sections of volume only. 

Harrison Sayre Collection of Atlases, MSA SC 2144 - Baltimore City Directory, 1917 and 1940. 

1st Fidelity Bank Collection of the Savings Bank of Baltimore, MSA SC 4313 - Directories for 1957-1959, 

1961, 1963-1965 (Includes ñBaltimore Suburban,ò Towson, Glen Burnie, and Linthicum.)

Microfilm:

Washington County Free Library Collection, MSA SC 2779 ïBoydô Business Directory of ... Maryland ... 

with an alphabetical listing of all Business Firms in the Cities of Baltimore, Annapolis, Cumberland, 

Frederick, and Hagerstown 1875.

Baltimore City Directories Collection, MSA SC 2898 - Baltimore City Directory, 1752, 1796-1860, 1863-

1930. Collection also contains xerox copies of directories 1859, 1864, 1871, and 1891 ("colored persons" 

sections only). 

Enoch Pratt Library City Directory Collection, MSASC 3807 ïPolk' Baltimore City Directory, 1936-1937. 

City Directory Collection, MSA SC 4270 - Polk's Baltimore City Directory, 1930 

Electronic:

Baltimore City Directories on Archives of Maryland Online

Baltimore City Directories Collection, MSA SC 2898 - Baltimore City Directory, 1871 and 1881 (ñcolored 

personsò sections only).These city directories are particularly useful for helping locate Baltimore City 

African Americans in the 1870 and 1880 Census since the Directory was compiled at the same time as 

the Census was taken, but published the next year. 

Resources ïBaltimore Directories at 

the Maryland State Archives 

http://speccol.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/speccol/catalog/cfm/dsp_number.cfm?speccol=1945
http://speccol.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/speccol/catalog/cfm/dsp_number.cfm?speccol=2144
http://speccol.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/speccol/catalog/cfm/dsp_number.cfm?speccol=4313
http://speccol.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/speccol/catalog/cfm/dsp_number.cfm?speccol=2779
http://speccol.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/speccol/catalog/cfm/dsp_number.cfm?speccol=2898
http://speccol.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/speccol/catalog/cfm/dsp_number.cfm?speccol=3807
http://speccol.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/speccol/catalog/cfm/dsp_number.cfm?speccol=4270
http://www.mdarchives.state.md.us/megafile/msa/speccol/sc2900/sc2908/html/officials.html
http://aomol.net/
http://speccol.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/speccol/catalog/cfm/dsp_number.cfm?speccol=2898
http://www.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/speccol/sc2800/sc2898/html/sc289871.html
http://www.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/speccol/sc2800/sc2898/html/sc289881.html


Military

ÅHistory of their unit

ÅBattles they were in

ÅDraft registrations

ÅPension applications


