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Contributing Writer

�Our usually quiet village was thrown 
into excitement on Friday morning last by
the announcement that John D. Reintzell, an
old and well known citizen here, had been
drowned in the Bay, immediately below the
Sheep-Pen woods. At Þrst it was conjecture
that the drowning had been accidental, but
subsequent developments proved that the un-
fortunate man had committed suicide�.  His 
hat and coat were left by him upon the bank
over the place where his body was found,
and two notes were discovered in the inside
pocket of his coat explaining the causes which
impelled him to the commission of the act.

�Friday, June 1879.  The Þnder will
please have it published that I, the under-
signed, am determined to get rid of my trou-
bles. My children must forgive me. I hope
God will forgive all that have treated me
wrong. J. D. Reintzell.

The second note read: �I have got tired 
of working for the rough living I get for it. I
have been cheated out of my labor, and many
who will see this know it. I want to be bur-
ied in [the] ground beside my Þrst wife. Nat
Gordon put award [a word] on it for me. I
am to my friends a particular well-wisher, but
I think I had few. William Armsworthy is in
great trouble now. I have just left him. Poor
man, I hope it will be better for him. Good-
bye, my friend. God bless you. Give my love
to [those] you know ought to have it. I hope
this will be a warning to all those who have
poor men at work for them to treat them right.
I have been treated very rough.  I don�t wish 
an inquest; the county is too poor to pay for
one. I am tired of writing. J. D. Reintzell.

�The most remarkable thing connected 
with it was the deliberateness and determi-
nation which possessed the mind of the sui-
cide. The water was not over six inches deep
where he was drowned and it was necessary
to conÞne his head under a log, which pro-
jected from the shore, in order to accomplish
his purpose. He was found in this situation.
The deceased was a member of the Episcopal
church and was about 65 years of age. He
was born in Georgetown, D.C. and came to
this county about 30 years ago, where he has
since lived, following the trade of a plasterer.

�On Thursday and before, he was en-
gaged in a job of calcimining the bar-room of
Fenwick�s Hotel, but not knowing much about 
such work, made a failure of it, which, it is
thought, worked upon his sensitive nature and

partly caused him to commit the act. He had
been in a melancholy mood of late, but no one
ever detected any derangement of his mind. He
was last seen on the morning of Friday, about 5
o�clock by Mr. Armsworthy, the county jailor, at 
whose house he called on his way to the shore.

�Mr. Armsworthy noticed nothing pecu-
liar in his manner or actions, and when leav-
ing, the deceased told him that he would call
again later in the day if he did not go to work.
It is supposed that he committed suicide a short
time after leaving Mr. Armsworthy�s house.�
(St. Mary�s Beacon, June 19, 1879).

Some of John Reintzell�s descendants have 
assumed he was married to Natalie Gordon, but
I disagree. In my opinion, Reintzell�s directions 
regarding his burial read: I want to be buried in
THE ground beside my Þrst wife.

The next sentence should have read: Nat
Gordon, put a WORD on it for me. Nathaniel
Gordon, farm laborer, was listed on the 1870
census of St. Mary�s County. He probably in-
scribed tombstones as a side business.

John Reintzell was married three times--
Eliza Chick whom he married in Washington
on May 10, 1837; Violetta Armstrong, January
22, 1861; and Elizabeth Dean (widow of Rich-
ard Dick), January 15, 1866.

John Reintzell was a descendant of Jo-
hannes Valentine Reintzell, a German who
arrived in Philadelphia in 1738 aboard the ship
�Friendship.� About 1767, Reintzell moved his 
family to Georgetown from Berks County, PA.

The Reintzell men were Masons. As
members of the Georgetown Lodge, the three
Reintzell brothers (John, Anthony, and Valen-
tine) took part in the laying of the cornerstone
of the White House on October 13, 1792. After-
wards �16 toasts were drunk including to the 
15 United States, to the President of the United
States, to the fair daughters of America, and to
the memory of those who bled in the cause of
liberty.�

Valentine Reintzell also assisted George
Washington in laying the cornerstone of the
U.S. Capitol on September 18, 1793. �After the
ceremony, the participants feasted on a roasted
oxen weighing 500 pounds. Washington handed
the gavel that he had used to Worshipful Master
Reintzel. The gavel is kept in the vault of Riggs
Bank on Wisconsin Avenue.
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